It is a great privilege to send this seasonal message to you as your new President. Firstly, my thanks and congratulations to Dr Meng Aw-Yong, our immediate past President, on a job very well done. Over the last two years we have seen a real re-invigoration of BAFS with many new members and some excellent events.
Amongst these were two superb Friends' Dinners, the first of which saw our very own Professor Nigel Eastman eloquently championing the cause of justice in Forensic Psychiatry followed by an intriguing insight into the identification of Richard III. Nigel must also be congratulated for putting together a fascinating programme in conjunction with the Royal Society of Medicine, coming very soon on 20th January. Bias in expert witness evidence affects us all so if you haven't booked already, do! This will be closely followed by the next friends' dinner organised with the help of our wonderful Secretary General Denise Syndercombe-Court. It will certainly be a surprise worth waiting for. I am very grateful to Denise for this and for everything she does for BAFS. We are really lucky to have her.
Next in the diary is our Family Courts day, brilliantly put together by council member Kristiina Reed. We have a stellar line-up including Cmdr Ivan Balhatchet, the national police lead on Female Genital Mutilation, who will also be contributing an article to Medicine, Science and the Law to complement his presentation. I am sure you will all have noticed that the journal has gone from strength to strength and this is an excellent opportunity to express my thanks to Dr Andrew Forrester. Andrew has thrown himself into his editorial role with enthusiasm, dedication and lots of good humour. If you haven't read it already I would recommend to you his own article "The Forensic Intersection and the Future" where he ably explains the importance of the intersection of the three disciplines that make up BAFS. 1 Our journal is in capable hands.
I would also recommend to you Manzoni et al. and their explanation of the reconstruction of a murder from skeletal remains 2 and a subject very close to my own heart, Shorter et al. "Let them have it", 3 a shocking description of the procedures regarding exhibit retention by police forces in the UK, or rather, the lack thereof.
We have invited Louise Shorter to one of our specialist lectures this year on the subject of miscarriages of justice focussing on some of her current cases. In addition we look forward to specialist lectures on zombie drugs, poisonings, ballistics and facial recognition, including its application in wildlife crime for chimpanzees as part of a wider programme on trafficking.
As if this wasn't enough you can now follow us on Instagram as well as Twitter where we will feature our events as well as the worthy prize winners of our annual awards in each discipline.
Please encourage your friends and colleagues to join -there is a great year ahead.
With warm regards for 2020
Tracy Alexander President, British Academy of Forensic Sciences Email: Tracy.Alexander@city-of-london.pnn.police.uk
